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DANGERS OF EVIL COMPANY. 



The dangers which arise to yontli 
from bad associates are so imminent and 
destructive, tliat it is the part of all who 
are anxious for the welfare of the rising 
generation, to warn them against that 
snare which every where surrounds them. 
Numbers who set out well, fall away by 
little and little, from the insensible effects 
of light and frivolous conversation ; and 
from the contagion which they catch, 
without perceiving it, from unprofitable, 
if not vicious companions. The process 



TJ-5nicT:xTT.ij— no 1,1., juiiiig timiin: 

ike Samuel, growing before the 
10 longer present the open, ingei 
ineuspecting front of youthful 
rhey no longer look their mi 
heir parents, or their best ft 
traight and fiilly in the face, 
tonscience is not at ease : the aur 

!" the breast has fled. It ia not nov 
lem as in the days when the li^ 
od's countenance was around t 
hen they presented unto the Lor 



Th 



EVIL COMPANY. 5 

early in the inorniiig" of our lives. 
Their Sabbaths are not like the Sabbaths 
they once had passed. They cannot 
call them a delight : the charm is gone. 
They have lost the joy of heart they 
ice experienced, when " it was said 
into them, We will go into the house of 
the Lord," Some of the duties of re- 
ligion may still be performed ; the body 
may still be there; but the living soul 
bas 6ed. Its ways are no longerways of 
pleasantness ; its paths no longer paths 
of peace. Some changes of this kind, 
it has been my lot to see, and to deplore. 
And often have I, both in public and in 
private, endeavoured to guard Christ's 
youthful soldiers against those whose 
" house inclineth unto death, and their 
paths unto the dead." It is for this 
purpose I publish this little narrative ; 



fancy, in the nurture and M 
of the Lord. He had, as alml 
happens in instances of earll 
truly Christian mother. She J 
no ordinary character. She 1 
firmness and ibrtitude of min' 
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seen together; but which, wl 
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qualify a woman for making tht 
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I the year 1815, by a party of armed 
on which occasion she behaved 
with the moat heroic fortitude. She, 
a delicate female, retined in mind and 
person far beyond her station, actually 
seized one of the ruffians round the body, 
and grappled with him for a length of 
time, till her strength became totally ex- 
hausted. How she escaped with her life, 
I know not — for with other details of 
cene of horror I am not ac- 
[nainted : but the fact I relate was told 
l&e by her brother. Soon after this 
jcurrence, Margaret Hayden became a 
married woman. The circumstances of 
her marriage also are not a little romantic. 
James Gabriel, a person for his rank in 

E2 in very easy circumstances, having 
id in the newspapers an account of 
r heroic conduct, was so captivated 
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of doors in the middle of the night. 
On one occasion, when close to her con- 
finement, she was compelled to fly, and 
seek refuge in the house of a relative, 
where she was delivered of her youngest 
child. But no ankindness could cause 
her to swerve from what she considered 
her duty as a wife. She was ever ready 
to return to him ; and, though always 
the injured party, anxious to sue for re- 
conciliation. At last, however, all her 
efforta and all her endurance failed ; he 
finally abandoned her, and cast her 
penniless upon the world. In this state 
she came in the year 1827 to Fethard, 
with four children; the eldest, a boy 
about ten years old, and the three others 
girls, the youngest of whom had been but 
a few weeks born. (She left one girl about 
■eight years of age under the protection 
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they often reflected on with wonder. 
As a proof and instance of the independ- 
ence of her mind, I would just mention 
here that, at an after period of her 
history, when she began to emerge a 
little from extreme distress, my valued 
friend Mr. Hiflfeman, then my curate, 
now Rector of Newport, with his ac- 
customed generosity proposed to advance 
what to her waa a large sum of money, 
to set her up in a particular line of 
business ; and to be repaid gradually out 
of the profits which accrued. But she, 
after much deliberation, peremptorily 
refused it; and no entreaty could induce 
her to change her resolution. She could 
not bear the thoughts of owing money, 
when she was not sure of the means of 
paying it. Another iustance also I can- 
not avoid relating. Her husband had, 
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scarcely furniBh out of all her stores, 
one more fitted to receive the celestial 
graft. The discoverieg of grace, and 
new scenes of faith, were opened to a 
inind inclined, as far as the mind un- 
changed can be, to hail the dawning 
revelation from above; predisposed, as 
far as the constitution of things admits it, 
to bleud the lesser light which rules the 
night of nature, with the greater light 
which rules the eternal day of grace and 
glory. Such was this excellent woman. 
And as her life was consistent, so her 
departure from this world of sin and 
sorrow, was privileged far above the 
common lot. Her latter end was peace 
— her death- bed was none other but 
the gate of heaven. Relying, not on her 
own righteousness, but on the forgive- 
ness of her unrighteousness, through tLii 
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my God : he heard my voice 
temple, and my cry came be 



EVIL COMPANY. 16 

tenderest and most anxious of parents, 
she left her five children — four of them 
young females — unprotected and unpro- 
vided for, and humanly speaking without 
where to lay their head — in calm and 
unwavering reliance upon God ; — assured 
that He wonld be a father and a mother 
to them, and never leave them nor for- 
sake them. In this respect, the victory 
over the strongest instincts of nature 
was complete ; the triumph of faith was 
beyond what I could have conceived. 
Much aa she loved all her children, yet 
during this last scene, George appeared, 
if possible, nearer to her heart than any 
other. From his hands, in preference 
even to her daughters, she received all 
her medicines ; when she was thirsty, it 
was he who gave her drink ; she was 
restless, when he was not by her, and 
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est labour, than be held forth as objects 
of public charity. His great conflict and 
distress of miud evidently arose irom the 
fear that he or they might seem ungrate- 
ful; and then be added, as if his heart 
would burst — " But, if you desire it, they 
will take it," It was impossible for me 
to force this favour on them. And I 
confess that I was startled at first; aad 
disposed to think the refusal of such 
kind assistance, an indication of mere 
pride. Bat on reflection I took another 
■view of the matter. When I compared 
this fine spirit of independence with the 
selfishness and meanness with wliicli so 
many cast themselves, nay force them- 
selves, on the reluctant charity and in- 
dignant pity of the wealthier classes; — 
when I saw that this independence did 
not evaporate in words, or vent itself in 
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how differeut would the aspect of this 
country be from that which alas ! it now 
presents!" 

But now to speak particularly of the 
individual who forms the principal sub- 
ject of this narrative, George Gabriel was, 
as I said before, early nurtured in the 
principles and discipline of pure and un- 
defiled religion. And, as the necessary 
result of this, his character exhibits none 
of those marked features, and prominent 
points, which form the best materials for 
a striking portrait. His religion had 
little of excitement about it. It consisted 
not in warm effusions, in strong expres- 
sions, nor in those powerful emotions by 
wliich the soul is actuated when, rescued 
from the horrible pit and miry clay, it 
contrasts its present light anrl liberty and 
'dness, with days of Jarkness, of 
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grace of God was upon him. With pe- 
culiar tact, and with a sagacity beyond 
his years, he saw how matters stood be- 
tween his parents ; and acted as one who 
knew and felt that it was his calling to 
be his mother's comforter. Of one trait 
of his habitual conduct in this tender 
office, I have been assured by those who 
were intimately acquainted with the fact. 
Before he was ten years old, when hi8 
unhappy father would, as he often did, 
conclude a day of cruelty by issuing forth 
for the night Hpon souie deed of shame 
and darkness, nothing could induce this 
little boy to go to bed, or to leave his 
mother. He would forego his sleep, and 
hour after hour sit by her aide, endea- 
vouring to pour consolation into her 
wounded heart. Can it then be won- 
dered at that, as I have already men- 
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his strength by trials and disappoint- 
ments, he would master his feelings, and 
assume a cheerful and unembarrassed air 
on his return to them, lest tliey should 
be discouraged, or be led to think that 
he was burdened by them. They could 
tell, for they told me so, that in the last 
interview they ever had with him, he 
besought them not to slave themselves 
too much, and made them promise that 
they would not sit np that night at work, 
saying, that they should trust in Provi- 
dence, and that, if to-morrow came, it 
would take thought for the things of 
itself. 

In all pecuniary matters, and in the 
discharge of every trust committed to 
him in the way of business, the character 
of this young man was without a stain. 
Ig a letter which I have just received 
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him. And he left all that he had m 
Joseph's hand ; and he knew not aught 
he had, save the bread which he did 
eat," 

No grace shone more brightly in thia 
amiable young man, than his charity to 
the poor. Poor himself, and struggling 
out of hia small pittance, (for besides the 
trifling profits of the tract-shop, 201. af- 
terwards raised to 30/. a-year — and this 
had been latterly lost to him by the sus- 
pension of business at the mill — was all 
he had) — struggling to preserve a credit- 
able appearance in his own person, and 
in the habits of his family, — he never- 
theless gladly gave of the little which 
he had. The most touching instances of 
this have, since his death, come to light. 
Of two cases I liave been told, in which 
he regularly allowed a penny a-week. 
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account for the deep-toned sorrow which 
prevails amongst them. Hia all would 
have gone but a little way in relieving 
their distress. It would have soon been 
expended, and soon forgotten. But he 
gave more than silver or than gold. 
He gave what poor men value at 
higher rate ; at least what flnds a readier 
access to their hearts. He gave them 
bis sympathy, his counsel, his compas- 
sion, and his prayers. They knew that 
be felt for the distresses he could not 
relieve, and wept with those whose tears 
he could not wipe away. They knew 
that he would have eased their burdens, 
and lightened tbeir sorrows, if be could. 
And, as they are always disposed to do 
in such a case — they took the will for 
the deed. And I doubt not that God 
liae done the same. I doubt not that 
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and riotous manner ; — such was his 
moral influence, that a word from him 
would stay the tumult, and bring them 
all to order. He would say, " It is very 
indecent for a set of young Protestants 
to make this appearance to the country, 
and thus to run wild after they have been 
reading the Scriptures, and receiving the 
instructions we have heard to-day." 
Such little traits bespeak much. Bat 
he of whom thia instance is recorded 
was, as to religious communications, a 
reserved character. In conversation, he 
was rather a listener than a speaker. 
Modest, meek, and humble, he seemed 
to think this the part which best became 
him. But all the while, his heart was 
right with God ; hie hope was anchored 
upon the Rock of Ages; his sole de- 
pendence was upon Him who died, " the 
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service of the church — h( 
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closed on account of the vi' 
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sermon which my curate preached, that 
he turned to hie friund and said, " Well, 
I believe you are not sorry that I tapped 
at the window," 

Of this cheerfiil piety and amiable sim- 
plicity, his conversation furnished abun- 
dant instances. But as it respects the 
interior movements of the mind — tlie 
hidden experiences of the heart — that 
secret history wliieh concerns the inter- 
course of each awakened soul with God ; 
— on these matters, it was not his habit 
to communicate. Nor was he singular 
herein. Some of the most pious indivi- 
duals I have known shrunk back instinc- 
tively from any allusion to themselves, 
or any disclosure of what was passing, 
or liad ever passed, between their own 
spirits and their Father which seeth in 
secret. On this point it is my belief, 
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in their eeeret offerings of gratitude and 
sacrifices of love, let not their left hand 
know what their right hand doeth. Nor 
has this variety the remotest tendency to 
unloose those cords of love which bind 
in one the femily of God, In these re- 
spects, Ephraim doth not envy Judah, 
and Judah doth not vex Ephraim. To 
this case also the apostle's rule may, in 
the very spirit of its meaning, he well 
accommodated. Let not him that is of 
a reserved character, despise him that is 
of an open one ; and let not him that is 
of an open character, judge him that is 
of a reserved one: "for God hath re- 
ceived him." Whatever the comparative 
claims of these may be, the subject of 
this narrative was of the former descrip- 
tion. On this account, my religious com- 
. •munications with him were very scanty. 
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quainted with the working of the ma- 
chinery of his mind, than I should other- 
wise have been. When I thought of 
him, I had the most uiidoubting confi- 
dence that all was right. I rested on his 
steadfastness, in full repose of heart. I 
will confess that the idea of hia going 
materially astray, never disturbed, nor 
even crossed my mind. I felt it a privi- 
lege to see him amongst my congrega- 
tion, and a blessing to have Mm in my 
parish. I often spoke of him to his 
equals and contemporaries, as a pattern 
for their imitation, and model for their 
conduct. I looked upon him as " an 
example of the believers in word, in con- 
versation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity." 

But " let him that thinketh he stand- 
eth take heed lest he fall," " Let not 
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Upon the works of darkness, and misled 
his judgment — because he judged of 
others by himself. Unpractised in vice, 
its secret cipher was unintelligible to 
him, and he was unacquainted with its 
signs and signals. He saw the extremi- 
ties but not the body. He saw the paw 
of the lion and thought it harmless, be- 
cause he knew not the fierce monster to 
which it belonged. He trod the flowery 
entrance of the paths of sin with fearless 
step, for he had never traced them on- 
ward to the pit of destruction in which 
they end. His "senses were not exer- 
cised to discern" the plague-spots of sin. 
He was not in the secret, when the sly 
allusion, the double meaning, the arch 
insinuation of low humour a]id vulgar 
cant, caused the loud laugh of triumph 
over innocence, decency, and virtue, iu 
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familiarly in the streets with persons the 
very opposite of what he was himaelf. 
One much interested for him tells nie 
that she has often said, " How can you 
contrive to make people wholly unlike 
yourself, so fond of your society?" I 
have more than once spoken to him, and 
expressed my feelings on this point. He 
answered with his usual calmnesa, " The 
truth is, I wish, if possihle, to be on 
kindly terms with every one : my being 
in business indeed renders it on many 
accounts desirable that I should be so. 
But I assure you our intercourse does 
not go beyond a few civil words — I have 
no intimacy with such persons." Consi- 
dering altogether the character and cir- 
cumstances of the young man, I waa 
quite satisfied with his explanation ; and 
I have no doubt that at the time it was 
made in perfect sincetit^j. 
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abodea of sin; — to see how it struggles 
with those reluctances which, though 
vanquished step by step, prove that it 
does not without a pang let loose its 
hold on heaven; — to see how the spirit, 
though clouds on clouds obscure it, will 
sometimes beam with a brightness which 
evinces that its native fires are not yet 
extinguished. I know of nothing more 
painful to the mind or touching to the 
heart, than to behold a young man pre- 
cisely in the position in which we are 
now contemplating George Gabriel. He 
waa retrograding day by day ; but aa yet 
he yielded ground with dubious and re- 
luctant steps. I have heard from an 
accidental source, and one which could 
not be suspected as a partial testimony 
in such a matter, that so great was the 
corrective influence of this young man 
d2 
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Bo-called anmaement, I will say that, bad 
as it is at best, it has the peculiar pro- 
perty of becoming worse and worse in its 
eifects, in exact proportion as it descends 
from the highest to the lowest ranks, 
and forms association nith the habits of 
more or less refined society. In the 
sphere in which Gabriel moved, if it did 
not lead, as among the very commonest, 
to open breaches of the peace, it was 
connected with jolly meetings, with drink- 
ing punch, and many gross indulgences 
which tend to brutalize the character. 
And though he " ran not to the same 
excess of riot" with his associates, he was 
constantly inhaling the fumes, and breath- 
ing the atmosphere, of vice. In a word, 
this lately exemplary and good young 
man was descending rapidly from Ms 
high estate. He was hurrying 
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to the last, I am as much coi 
ever. Thus was I, as it res] 
member of my flock, quite at 
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ons accident, and was in great anxiety to 
see me. I hurried out of bed, and found 
the vehicle which was to take me at the 
door, and called to the man to drive im- 
mediately into Fethard where Gabriel 
lived. I was answered that he was not 

there, but at 'b. I confess this 

information filled me with apprehension, 
surprise, and sorrow. I saw as with a 
glance how things must be. It was mani- 
fest that, unless some extraordinary cir- 
cumstances had occurred, nothing but an 
awfal revolution in the mind and cha- 
racter of Gabriel could have brought him 
to that place. The truth is that, far as 
he had strayed from those blessed paths 
in which he had walked from childhood, 
he never had ventured to such a length 
before. His mother — though indeed in 
her time it seemed but needless — had 



^WlSnt waB Ilia detenu inatii 
enter the house in question, 
awful shading to this dark 
think, (but such was tlie fa 
was four times solicited to 
four times refused the invitati 
last consented. He never had 
before — it waa his first tiraC' 
in special mercy I am pers 
termined that it should be his 
evening was spent in playinj 
firing shots for the mere i 
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dying breath, no more. When a second 
was made for him, he threw it under the 
grate, and took up his hat in order to 
go away. His entertainer pressed him 
to remain — George peremptorily refused. 
Upon this, the former seized a fowling- 
piece, which he thought unloaded, but 
which (by accident, shall I say?) con- 
tained a double charge; — and lodged 
the whole contents in Gabriel's body. 
From the commencement it was clearly 
a hopeless case ; and no doubt could be 
entertained that the wound was mortal. 
The best medical assistance was soon at 
hand; but all that devolred upon the 
physicians was to mitigate his present 
sufferings, without attempting to parry 
the assaults of death. It remained for 
them to tell bira faithfuUy his real state, 
id, in the solemn language of the pro- 



up with hope, he took the ai 
with the most entire compos 
I arrived, I found him in g 
body, but iu full possession o 
faculties. He took the clearei 
own case, passed sentence up 
and acknowledged the right 
ment of God, in the chastisei 
He had now inflicted. I sj 
" George, I should as soon ha' 
to meet an angel amongst 
to Bee you here." He t 
was the worst o ^^gjj 
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deserved it all, and more." Wheu I told 
him, aa I thought it right, that he had 
brought this sufFering upon himself, he 
assented with a keenness of self-abhor- 
rence, as if he took pleasure in his own 
tortures. I never saw penitence so bitter. 
It was observed by those around him, 
that though constantly engaged in prayer, 
and often supplicating for faith, and 
strength, and patience to bear his sufi'er- 
ings; he never once asked for life, nor 
for the mitigation of his pains. He 
seemed to feel that the one was justly 
forfeited, and the other " the due re- 
ward of his deeds." It is not (need I 
say ?) that even before his declension, he 
had rested on his own merits, or thought 
thai of himself he deserved from a righte- 
ous God any other than the damnation 
hell. Had that been indeed his state. 



"and liappiest days, he looked 
blessings of time and of etemtl 
unmerited gifts of Him, who " 
with him after his sins, neither 
htm after his iniquities." It 
however on these general groua 
that he had jnstly brought do 
himself his own untimely death, 
knowledged it a8 a specific chas 
and special retribution, for his 
faithfulness ; which that evenin; 
compliance had brought to a e 



the 



EVIL COMPANY. 51 

moineat prevented our thus gathering 
every fragment of his broken accents, 
that nothing might be lost. Anxious, 
however, that in general he might be "set 
forth for an example," both in his suffer- 
ings and his repentance, to those espe- 
cially of his own age in my parish and 
congregation, I said — " Have you any 
objection to my publicly proclaiming 
the bitter sorrow and contrition which 
have now expressed?" He seemed 
hail the proposition, and replied with 
stammering voice — " None — a warning 
to all young men to shun bad company." 
Thus did he " worthily lament hia sins, 
and acknowledge his wretchedness," Yet 
he knew that he had an Almighty Sa- 
viour, and, through Him, a pardoning 
God. He believed and felt, that though 
the Lord had chastened and corrected 



-rTTmng-r 
Tened between his death-woun 
death, it appeared as if a life ha 
" The Lgrd put away his sin," 
to the hosom of his Saviour, 
comforted. His sorrow was tui 
joy. There was a reaction whicl 
to bring back more than his 1 
days, and to realize in him the d 
picture of the onL'e afflicted Pat 
" And the Lord turned the cap 
Job, and gave hira twice as mu 
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panions, and those wto had been a few 
Lours before carousing with him, had as 
it were vanished, and were wholly out of 
view ; while around bis bed were gathered 
a little group of those who I truat will 
meet him before the throne of God and 
of the Lamb. It was like a foretaste of 
those purer regions into which nothing 
defiled shall enter; where no alien shall 
disturb the peace, no stranger inter- 
meddle with the joys, of the family of 
God. He seemed as if this thought had 
reached hia own mind, and said, " Oh ! 
what a blessing it ia to see such friends 
around me." He contrasted them doubt- 
less with hia late associates. They brought 
back the remembrance of hia happiest 
days: they spoke to liitn of still Jiappier 
days to come : and though tears of sorrow 
his pain and his untimely loss be- 



together, where " the Lord God 
away tears from off all feces 
" there shall be no more deat 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shal 
any more piun." 

When the same question w' 
been already put to him was 
"Are you in great pain?" H 
as before, " Agony, agony, but" 
blessed be God, could add) " ] 
peace within, which is worth it 
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which he could distinguish in answer 
were — " All peace within." On one 
occasion, I said to him, " If you had your 
choice, would you recover?" He re- 
plied, " I would rather go to my Sa- 
viour." At another time, some one near 
him said, " Which would you rather 
return to life, or go to your blessed 
mother?" He answered — "I would 
rather go to my mother; but not my 
will, O Lord, but Thine be done," 

It was a most affecting circumstance 
that sometimes, when hymns were re- 
peated, or prayer was offered, or the 
things of heaven spoken of, — such was 
his intense anxiety to listen and not lose 
a word, that he would struggle agaiust 
the pangs of nature, and use such efforts 
to quell the throbbinga of pain and sup- 
■ess his own involuntary moans, as 
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something so subdued and gentit 
sound, as to touch my heart i 
more than any other feature whi 
mournful scene displayed. A 
hymn which his youngest sisti 
learned at school, was now tui 
good account. She repeated it, 
earnest desire, over and over agai 
at each repetition he seemed to fi 
consfort. The poetry is simple an 
oat preteusioD; but as connectE 
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There's no temptation I endure, 
But Thou, my King, endured it ; 

There's not a wound that aska a cure, 
But my Redeemer cured it. 

Forme — Thy sacred " temples Wed ;" 
For me — " Thon wert upbraided;" 

"And aa a lamb to slaughter led," 
Unpitied and unaided. 

And can I doubt Thy tender love ? 

Thy rich compassion — doubt it F 
My spirit hath no hope above, 

No stay on earth, without it. 



^Ab the subject of this memoir drew 
near his close, and while tlie group I 
have already described were collected 
round his bed, I said : — " George, I know 
the happy state of your miud, and have 
no doubt how matters stand between a 
merciful God and you ; and therefore for 
myself I want no satisfaction. But for 
I the sake of the friends you are leaving 



the glory of God is opening to 
— lift up your hand," Never s 
get tlie solemnity with which i 
followed. I have read of Buch 
but never seen one bo exhibi 
elevated hia right arm with ' 
which in his circumstances seem 
supernatural, to the utmost 
which its fullest stretch cou 
while acclamations of wonde: 
praise to God ascended from th 
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and pointing to those abodes of purity 
and peace, which hi^ soul was so soon to 
enter. Nothingafterthisoccurredwliich 
calls for special notice. Nature rapidly 
declined, the glass of life ran out, the 
sharpness of his agony abated, the storm 
ceased, and there was a great calm: it 
was the calm of death : it was the rest 
that remaineth to the people of God. 

And now I would in conclusion say a 
few words, to express my hope that the 
lesson which this painful dispensation was 
sent to teach, may not be disregarded, 
nor thrown away. It speaks with awful 
warning to all young men ; especially to 
those who have, or have had pious mo- 
thers ; — but with the loudest voice of all, 
to those who have, like George Gabriel, 
early listened to, and received into a will- 
heart, the instructions wliich they 
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ve. Indeed, where that I 
strumental bleBsings has been bestowel; 
in vain ; where the growing plant steadily 
refuses the celestial graft which a mother's 
gentle hand esaays, day after day, with 
tender anxiety to insert; — in a word, 
where a young man has been proof 
against the best provision which the 
whole compass of things can furnish, to 
win the heart to God ; — can we but fear, 
that if any case be hopeless, there is no 
hope iu this? Can we but feel tempted 
to suspect some deep and radical want 
of that softness and malleability of the 
soul, which alone can render it the capa- 
ble subject of conversion, of being rtf 
moulded, remodelled, and reformed, nA 
of being " renewed after the image ol 
Him that created it," " according to the 
working whereby He is able even to sul» 
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due all things" (capable of being sub- 
dued) " unto himself?" Those who have 
had bad mothers, if saved at all, are 
" saved so as by fire." They have a 
narrow escape : they are delivered by a 
mighty hand and stretched-out arm. 
But too often does the principle of a 
better life perisli in the bud, under this 
withering curse. Too often does the soft 
and yielding wax of childhood receive 
such harsh and ineifaceable impressions 
as fix deformity upon the mind for ever. 
Too often do a mother's example and a 
mother's sins early blot the soul with 
stains which the purest dews of heaven 
cannot obliterate. 

But if " it shall be more tolerable iu 
that day for Sodom and Gomorrah," tlian 
for the cities which rejected Christ ; how 

ich better will it be for those whom 



pearls of inestimable value. Sti 
how will the men, (for such thi 
whom bad mothers could not 
"rise up in the judgment with a 
demn " those whom good mothe: 
not 8ave. But it is my more im 
object to speak to young perse 
have been early trained in pieti 
upon them I would urge, by ever) 
and impressive motive, to perse 
.the paths of blessedness ; to let 
take their crown, nor lay their 
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part with those who early knew Him; 
He will call to mind those days of child- 
hood, when they grew before Him as the 
young plants ; He will not forget their 
fathers' and their mothers' prayers. Ne- 
vertheless, " whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth." " Right dear in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his yonthiul 
saints." " It is not the will of our Pather 
which is in heaven, that one of these 
little ones should perish." But oh! that 
I could impress upon the hearts of all 
those who, like Obadiah, " have feared 
the Lord from their youth," how dearly 
their iinfaithfuluesa may cost them; — 
how much they may lose, even though 
they lose not life eternal; what positive 
sufferings they may be exposed to, though 
they may escape the bitter paJna of eter- 
nal death. It is no light thing, as in the 
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instance before us, to be cut off in thi 
prime of youth; to endure an agonisin^p 
death ; to pass amidst the swellings ol 
Jordan; and to cast those dear to us 
our own souls, without a natural pro^ 
tector, upon the troublous ocean of the 
world. It is a remarkable circumstance^ 
that this young man had, very shortly 
before his death, been appointed by tha 
same kind master to a better situation 
than that which he had held before. He 
was just upon the point of entering upon 
his duties, with an increase of salary, 
when he was summoned to anothw, 
world. 

Wisdom is not attired in garments less 
graceful and less attractive than she 
in the days of Solomon. She is like her 
Divine Original, "the same yesterday, 
and to-day, and for ever." It is the 
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giiage of the Grospel no less than of the 
Mosaic covenant that " Length of daya 
is in her right hand ; and in her left 
hand riches and honour." And though 
in the former the literal fulfilment may 
be withheld, it is only that God may 
transmute visible and temporal, into in- 
visible and imperishable rewards. But, 
in the general, "godliness is profitable 
unto all things, having promise of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to 
come." To those who set out betimes 
on their heavenward journey, the trea- 
sures of both worlds are in a measure 
opened. Though bound for happier 
regions, their progress thitherward is 
through a ]>eaeeful and a pleasant coun- 
try. To them "joy cometh in the morn- 
ing ;" their meridian day is bright, their 
p2 



aess which awaits the youtliful t 
jfthe cross. But there must hi 
pline in "the armies of the living 
[t 19 required of His soldiers, i 
:haii of His " stewards, that a i 
round faithful," If they " break 1 
ut«s and keep not his commandn: 
hough " his loving -kindness wi 
itterly forsake them, lie will vis! 
ifFences with the rod, and their si 
courses." 
In a word, as i n the affecting ei 
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a merciful God to remove either the 
lesser or the greater of his covenanted 
blessings from him. It may not be pos- 
sible for Him, consistently with His truth 
and holiness, in such a case to fultil His 
twofold promise. The loss of either tem- 
poral or eternal happiness may be neces- 
sarily and unavoidably incurred. Either, 
" the life that now is," must lose what- 
ever can render it desirable, or, " the life 
which is to come," must bring; a curse and 
not a blessing. If the greater penalty 
be not awarded, the decree must perhaps 
go forth, " to deliver such an one unto 
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, 
that the spirit may be saved in the day 
of the Lord Jesus." Either it must be 
said, " Ephraira is joined to idols : let 
him alone :" or the prodigal must be 



Tamiue of the land. Even 
natural time, " the evil daya 
and the years draw nigh, wh 
Bay, I have no pleasure in thet 
sickness or loss of friends ; 
spirit or a bleeding heart; 
noil) the only messengers 
send. Indulgence had beei 
failed ; and now chastisemei 
its course. Oh ! that yom 
wise; that they iindersti 
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of their manhood but, of their eternity ; 
and that the happiest life which can be 
passed on this side heaven, is that which 
leads to, which commences, and which 
mingles with, the dawn of everlasting 
life! 
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